nevertheless there is clear evidence of a parallel emergence in Korea of vital dynamic and popularly appealing religious movements. 1 These new religious cults in Korea have not only helped to fill the psychological vacuum resulting from the end of the Japanese occupation and subsequent liberation of Korea in 1945, but also have succeeded in providing a seemingly hopeful and more secure psycho-economic future to many hitherto economically depressed and hopeless individuals.
Achieving a satisfactory understanding of these movements is not an easy task. There still exists a definite lack of adequate field work-based source material. This is not only true in the sense that we lack data for a comprehensive study of Asian "New Religions" but also, and perhaps even more important, we lack data for any cross-cultural studies involving Korea. Certainly it could be said that among East Asian cultures Korea is and has been the stepchild of ethnologists interested in that particular area of the world.
The sometimes stormy movement of the "Olive Tree" as Park Chang no kyo is also at times referred to, has built a boom town ("Christian Town") for more than 20,000 of its followers, and has established a heavy industrial complex some ten miles from Seoul almost overnight. It is now in the process of constructing a city for some 100,000 of its believers featuring what it calls "the world's largest temple" seating some 50,000. On July 20, 1962 -a second "Christian Town" was begun on a 900-acre territory adjacent to the first development by the Zion Foundation, a name which the movement adopted for its "external" relations. This foundation with its far reaching implications is organized as follows:
The Zion Educational Foundation is divided into the Departments of Education, Business, and Construction. Directly dependent on the Department of Education are the Zion Kindergarten, the Zion Elementary School, the Zion Junior-High and High School, and the Zion University which is not yet fully operational. Also managed by the Department of Education are the Evan-gelical Association, the International Christian News Division, an Office of Industry, a Village (Ri) Office, and a Post Office. The Department of Business is divided into a Property Control Section, a General Affairs Section, an Accounting Section, a Business Section, and a Treasury Section. The Business Section is further divided into a Sales Section and an Industrial Section. Also managed by the General Affairs Section are a Broadcasting Station, a Telephone Exchange, a Transportation Section, and an Electricity Section. The "Altar" (Temple) has its own organizational divisions of Propagation, Doctrine, and Chorus.
This foundation and its organizational network is the core of the movement begun by Park Tae Sun, which amid great controversy as to whether it is a heretical religious or political movement now claims an estimated membership of over 1,800,000 throughout the Republic of Korea.
Without foreign aid or government subsidy, a practice not usual to present-day Korea, the movement was able to build the first town in some eight months beginning in November 1957 when the first housing project comprising some seventy units was completed.
Government reaction under former President Rhee was swift and severe almost from the beginning of the movement. Park was jailed repeatedly on diverse charges from "murder" to "communism." The Second Republic under Chang Myun also lookedwith great disfavor on any expansion of the movement because of the increased power of National Assemblymen associated with it. Park Chung Hee, leader of the May 1961 military revolution and the current Third Republic President, has however given the movement a rather free rein in the development of "Olive Treeism." 2 "Christian Town I" in Pumbak-ni was built soon after the local Presbyterian authorities had expelled Park Tae Sun as a heretic. It was at that time that Presbyterian Park became Elder Park around whom devout followers started gathering from all parts of South Korea.
By 1962, the "Olive Tree" was blossoming in "Christian Town I" to the extent of some fifty large, by Korean standards, factories, six modern apartment house complexes, schools ranging from Kindergarten to High School, and over 2000 modern housing units. The movement also provided its believers with a post office, a police station, a motor pool and a fire station, all manned by government personnel who were at the same time members of the "Olive Tree." Each of the six apartment buildings houses 120 families who rent space on a money deposit basis (key money).
The factories managed by the Zion Foundation produced by 1962 some fifty items ranging from a special brand of "Christian" caramels and cake to pianos and engines. Other products include florescent lamps, artificial flowers, underwear, toys, soya sauce, cosmetics and soap, all marketed under the brand name "Zion" and sold by over 500 saleswomen who live in the town. In 1962 daily output amounted to some 500,000 won worth of underwear and 700,000 won worth of confectionery goods. ($1=W 130) It is interesting to note that a considerable amount of underwear and soya sauce required by the Korean Armed Forces is supplied by "Zion" factories. "Zion" brand underwear has long since made its debut in Southeast Asia, and the artificial flowers manufactured by the believers are now reaching the United States in increasing quantities. The economic future for the movement looks even brighter. Industry is becoming more diversified and large scale developments are nearing completion in the new industrial complex which the Foundation is constructing on the bank of the Han river some fifteen miles east of Seoul. While light industrial plants have become operational there, the Foundation continues to build factories for the production of cement, glass and steel. An eighty-five-foot steel boat was completed at one of the plants to facilitate "Zion" sponsored transportation of passengers and cargo between the industrial complex and the mother town. A railway siding is also now becoming operational. This particular thirty-acre site was chosen by Elder Park personally while he was flying over the area on his way to Pusan on a missionary trip.
Unskilled workers at the "Zion" plants are paid 1,200 won a month for a twelve-hour day six days a week, and, though skilled labor is paid somewhat more, these figures are far less than standard wages on the Korean labor market. The believerworkers explain that the extra four hours, above the standard eight-hour day, represent purely voluntary service. A woman worker remarked: "We built this town, and thus we are employees and employers at the same time. We are happy to work overtime for ourselves."
Apparently such devotion stems from an unquestioning faith in the foresight and leadership of Elder Park. His followers claim that he has worked more miracles than all the saints of Christendom together.
Park Tae Sun who is 47 was born in Yup nam ri, Duk Chon, Pyun An Buk Province, North Korea. Not much is known about his early life except what he himself tells in an Horatio Algerlike autobiographical sketch: "My home life was anything but blessed from the very beginning of my life. From the time of my birth my father did not return home except when he needed money. My mother died when I was nine, and I had no one left. I then decided to turn to the Presbyterian church, and I started to attend the Duk Chon Sunday School. I graduated from Elementary School. However, due to the lack of money I had to wait to attend High School. I thereupon made up my mind to go to Tokyo and to continue my studies in Japan. While in Japan, I worked as a milkman and newsboy, was treated very badly but did manage to graduate from Technical High School after attending it at night. I was often hungry and repeatedly contemplated suicide. However, adversity made me wise, helped my future, and was most profitable for me. After graduation I was even able to operate a small precision tool company at Kurata." It is perhaps interesting to note some of his more personal antiJapanese sentiments which are quite obviously very much in tune with the post-1945 emotional nationalism of his Korean compatriots. He says, for example: "I never committed adultery, even in that obscene city of Tokyo, though I was single and all alone. Japanese women are generally ladies of easy virtue, 3 and furthermore in the year of Showa 19 (1944) there were abundant young ladies in Tokyo since most of the young men had been drafted. Once when I was taking a bath by myself at a hot spring, a young Japanese girl joined me. Being very afraid of her and shocked by her boldness, I ran away. It was easy to commit sin in Japan but I never did." The shock of this experience apparently remained with him for some time as witness his own account of the overabundance of modesty with which he faced his bride-to-be for the first time: "My character was such that I could not talk with women. When I had an interview with a prospective bride (who is now my wife), I was too shy to speak to her at all."
Park Tae Sun returned to Korea in 1944, became a regular attendant of the Namdae Mun Presbyterian Church, and started the "Korea Precision Machine Company" at Su Saek (Seoul), employing at one time some 340 workers, which apparently prepared him more than adequately for his later managerial responsibilities in the "Olive Tree" movement. In 1954, Park became an elder in the Chang-Dong Presbyterian Church in Seoul, about the same time he began to be seen frequently in the retinue of a Korean woman evangelist in her fifties who was known for her faith healing of the insane, blind, and mute. Apparently pressed by these more important activities he transferred title to his company to his elder brother. He states of this period: "After having been a faithful churchgoer for over twenty years I began to feel that the sermons which I was hearing were not fit to God's will. I asked many questions but none of the ministers could give me a satisfactory answer. I thus became to believe that I should receive God's power from him directly."
In April 1955, a big revival meeting was held for ten days at Namsan Park in Seoul under the auspices of the Korean Revival Association, Park being one of the main speakers. It was an eventful meeting attended by some 20,000. During this meeting, Park claims he received a vision of what he terms the "holy fire" and the "fresh water" both coming directly from heaven. One individual who attended, Yim Young Shin, a former Minister of Commerce and Industry and President of Central University, is cited in an article by Kim Kyung Rai 4 to have actually smelled a strange "sin-burning odor" during one of Park's revival sermons. Kim Kyung Rai describes one of the meetings as follows: "The meeting began at 4 a.m., the crowds having come from far and near spent the whole night sitting on the ground waiting. After Park's arrival, the crowd sang hymns for an hour while clapping their hands violently. When Park descended from the platform wearing only a shirt, the multitudes bowed and pressed forward to greet him. 'Now, get up. Stand in the name of Jesus Christ' shouted Park while at the same time massaging a man's head whom Park's helpers had singled out for him as a cripple. One moment later, the same helpers shouted 'Here stands a cripple who has not stood for thirty years,' hundreds of people hearing this began to applaud. Park continued to walk among the crowd massaging heads and limbs, when the sun rose he returned to the platform and one of his helpers announced 'One thousand were healed this morning by Elder Park,' and again the crowd applauded."
Park's own particular methods of faith healing and accompanying prayer which he developed during this period are referred to as "An-Chal" (touch of peace). They involve a vigorous message by Park by which he is said to transmit his divine power to the afflicted individual. Water with which Park washed his feet came to be a cure-all which would lead whoever drank it to "eternal life." It was during this initial period of the movement that Park's followers started to call him "Olive Tree," "Spiritual Mother," and the "Righteous Man of the East." He himself declared in some of his sermons that he is the "one from the East" of whom already Isaiah had spoken.
5 Park himself interprets this to mean that the "East" is Korea and the "coast lands" 6 of the same bible passage refer to Japan. He explains that the "two Olive Trees" and the "two lampstands" 7 refer to himself. As a result of the hymn "Joy to the world! the Lord is come!" was changed by his followers to "the Olive is come!"
The complete verse 8 "Listen to me in silence, O coast lands; let the peoples renew their strength; let them approach, then let them speak; let us together draw near for judgment. Who stirred up one from the east whom victory meets at every step? He gives up nations before him, so that he tramples kings under foot; he makes them like dust with his sword, . . ." in Parks interpretation does not only mean that he is the "one from the East" but also implies that since Japan was defeated in World War II it is now "in silence." He argues that "after all, a righteous one must bans tobacco and alcohol. It also prohibits the eating of pork and peaches "for the pig is an animal of greed and the peach is the fruit with which the serpent tempted Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden." (It could not have been the apple since that is a valuable cash crop for the movement.)
As to the future of the movement after the death of Park, the writer was informed: "The Olive Tree is immortal, the last day of the world will come within his lifetime.
53 Park in his sermons is careful not to distinguish between mortality and immortality, except when he deals with "non-believers" who are "not worthy of immortality." In a sense, Park's followers cannot lose, since for them, unlike for most other Koreans, "the Elder" is creating a modernized, but still Korean paradise only some ten miles from Seoul.
As in Japan in such movements as Soka Gakkai, the Korean long accustomed to communal patterns coupled to a tightly knit family system, finds in his increasing loneliness and misery hope in this "New Religion." The believer is provided with a faith to persevere, and what is most important, his new activistic approach to religion means not only prized economic security but less time for morbid introspection. Movements in Korea such as "Olive Tree" or Tong-II Kyo may serve as deliberate, organized and conscious efforts to integrate traditional patterns with the plethora of outside influences unleashed by sudden socio-economic changes in a given situation of a given society. Such traumatic shifts may not only include war, revolution, liberation from colonialism, or occupation but also any enforced acculturation in general.
It is in this light that one must therefore examine these phenomena which may provide a most useful scholarly insight into the process of culture change especially in the vigorus activism and the remarkable totality of commitment which adherents of "Olive Tree," "Tong-II Kyd," and Soka Gakkai exhibit.
From the standpoint of the anthropological observer, while these features which are readily characterized as "aberrant" seem often most attractive for description, what may be far more significant is the role of movements such as Park Chang no kyo in providing an indigenous source through which the multiple effects of the Western impact can be focused to the overall and necessarily desirable aim of cultural revitalization.
